Congenital diaphragmatic hernia: pathogenesis, prenatal diagnosis and management - literature review.
Congenital diaphragmatic hernia (CDH) is a developmental discontinuity of the diaphragm. It allows abdominal viscera to herniate into the chest and leads to lung hypoplasia. Congenital diaphragmatic hernia is one of the most severe birth defects, with extremely high neonatal mortality. This paper presents a review of the available literature on prenatal diagnosis, management and treatment options for CDH. In selected cases, a prenatal procedure to improve neonatal survival is possible. The authors of this manuscript believe their work might contribute to a better understanding of congenital diaphragmatic hernia and patient selection for the FETO (fetal endoscopic tracheal occlusion) surgery or expectant management.